
COLOURS FROM A BARONET: A NEWLY FOUND TURNER CONNECTION
In the course of researching the early 19th century association between the Society of Antiquaries and the Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (today the RSA) my attention was drawn to the discovery by Sir Henry Englefield.
 of an artist’s ‘lake’ derived from the madder plant.  Sir Henry, who belonged to both the above -mentioned societies, wished his discovery to be widely known and, in [image: image1.jpg]
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1803, he invited a number of artists to testify to its merits
   Amongst them was Turner whose characteristically involved letter is still preserved in the RSA archives.  The letter is not included in John Gage’s excellent collection and has escaped the notice of Turner’s biographers.
  

Turner’s fondness for the dark reds and deep yellows which the madder plant could produce is certainly evident in his work and he would have welcomed Sir Henry’s discovery as a valuable adjunct to the painter’s craft.
  The text of the letter is as follows:

75 Norton, Thursday evening

Dear Sir Henry

Allow me to mention my sincere concern that you should feel any misfortune but more particularly the present indeed I felt because of seeing you before the Exhibitions but to find a refusal to the dinner which you so  anxiously  wished to regain alarmed me, although ignorant of the cause – but the business of arranging the pictures  if not a difficult or arduous task it caused anxiety enough to prevent me thinking of little else, therefore your valuable Red remains too long with me unacknowledged which I hope you will excuse.
  Your being  secure as to its durability as a great point otherwise might be inclined to dread the use of even an Iron pallet knife for the madder either corrodes the Iron or leaves the job   for the mineral Alkli [sic] as the knife in the course of the day was covered in black specks and the madder even the body of colour, became ferruginous but it exceeds all the Lakes for depth richness and clearness and gives to them by glazing (what they appear to me to want  transparency, it likewise renders the deepest Lakes – yet known to me/darker yet maintains its richness without Blackness its appears to me to be of great use to *bring up*
 all colours of a red cast and will strengthen Shadows: and to be more calculated for Oil then water although I should add I merely tried it in water and whether from want of Gum or casie[?]  it wanted that body which it hath a bit.   I therefore reserved the little I had left but whenever Mr Barry
  will favour me with the materials to fairly try it in water.  I make no doubt it will be found highly beneficial relying on the pleasure of seeing you shortly permit to say

I am your most truly Obedient   JMW Turner

Sir Henry Englefield Bt

*Even among Callico printers when they heighten colour by Madder.

It is hoped that publication amongst FOTH members will yield further information reg[image: image3.jpg]
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The GorLp Meparn of the Society was
this Session voted to Sir H. C. En-
cLerieLnp, Bart. of Tilney-street, for
his Discovery of a Laxke from Mab-
pER ; from whom the following Com-
MUNICATION was received.



arding Turner’s relationship with the Baronet and his experiments with pigments for oil paint and watercolours.

David G.C. Allan

Honorary President, William Shipley Group 

for RSA History

Member FOTH

Email: susan@bennett.as
Turner’s signature on his letter to the Society of Arts regarding Englefield’s madder [RSA Ms Transactions PR.GE/118/53]





Sample of Madder Red





Transactions of the Society of Arts, vol.22 (1804), p.141





Society of Arts’ Gold Medal 








� See the ODNB article ‘Englefield, Sir Henry Charles, seventh baronet (c.1752-1822)  antiquary and writer in science’ by Bernard Nurse who first drew my attention to Englefield’s invention of  durable colour from madder for my paper ‘“Between these…a great deal of my time is engaged”: the contribution of Henry Baker (1698-1774) and the Antiquaries to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce’, read to the Society of Antiquaries, 17 November 2011


� On December 1803 Englefield wrote to the Society of Arts about his discovery enclosing letters from Cotman, Daniel, Hoppner, Munn, Opie, Trumbull, Turner and West, and after consideration by the Society’s Committee of Chemistry he was awarded a Gold Medal on 16 May 1804.  See RSA Ms Committee and Society Minutes, and printed Transactions of the Society of Arts, 22 (1804), pp.141-161 


� John Gage, ed., Collected Correspondence of J.M.W. Turner (Oxford, 1980).  In 1963 Gage was a the first to evaluate the significance of the award made by the Society of Arts to Turner in 1793 and to note his association with George Field, who won a medal for preparing madder in 1816.  See John Gage, ‘Turner in the Society of Arts’, Jnl.RSA, III (1963), pp.842-6.  Field had produced a madder lake before Englefield.  See George Field ‘Note Book, 1806’.


� The finest madder was called ‘Grape Madder’ which was the heart of the plant.  It is yellow at first but grows red and dark with age.  See Encyclopedia Perthensis, vol.13 c.1810 under ‘Madder’ and The National Gallery Technical Bulletin vol.28 (2007) pp.76-81.  Specimens of the Madder plant (Riobia tinctorum) can be seen in the Museum of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew.  For Turner’s fondness for these tints see John Gage, Colour in Turner: Poetry and Truth (1969).  


� Turner was at 75 Norton Street near John Street of Portland Road c.1800-1804.  The letter is folded and addressed to ‘Sir Henry Englefield  Bart, Tilney Street’.  It is stamped ‘Two Penny Post Gt Portland’. It is now in the RSA Ms Transactions PR.GE/118/53


� Presumably Turner is referring to the Royal Academy Exhibition and dinner


� In the Ms *bring up* is deleted and has crosses indicating a reference to thepostscript


� Mr Barry has not been identified.  It is known that Turner admired James Barry, but would he have approached so great a man to test Sir Henry’s colours?


� See 7 above






